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EDITOR'S PREFACE 

THE purpose of the Program Committee in bringing 
together this series of addresses and papers at the 
semi-annual meeting of the Academy, May 18, 191 6, 
was to make expert information popularly available in com- 
pact form as to the fundamentals of the military policy of the 
United States and to give accurate information as to the opin- 
ions of great elements in America's composite population and 
life. The aim was to present concretely and authoritatively 
the varying recommendations and points of view; to present 
every angle of opinion on this subject which finds its footing 
in facts, in patriotic concern for the national welfare, and in 
reasoned inference from the facts. 

The Committee recognized that no small part of the current 
discussion of military policy has proceeded with no ascertain- 
able relation to actual facts and with no clear analysis of the 
purposes which changes in policy are sought to serve. No 
particular " side " or " program " has had a monopoly of 
this advocacy through unreason, prejudice, detachment from 
disclosed facts and clearly thought-out comprehension of fun- 
damental policy; and the purpose of the Committee was to 
bring together only those possessing accurate, first-hand, com- 
petent information and reasoned opinion upon those matters 
which may prove of value in the development of an ultimate 
consensus of American public opinion. 

If the contents of this volume disclose diversity of view and 
sharp divergence of recommendation even as to rudiments of 
policy, that is due to the fact that public opinion on this vital 
subject is still " in the making " ; due also to the purpose of 
the Committee to present authoritatively and fairly all points 
of view, rather than to give advantage to any particular propa- 
ganda. The reader is left to form his own impressions and 
conclusions from the data, the greater portion of which is for 
the first time brought together in form available to any con- 
siderable part of the reading public. 
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The discussion was grouped around a very definite question 
of fundamental policy, viz., whether the basis of military 
training in the United States ought, in the ultimate analysis, 
to be purely casual and " volunteer," or whether there should 
be introduced into it that element of compulsion and univer- 
sality which comes from a recognition that a duty of partici- 
pating adequately and effectively in the defense and preser- 
vation of the nation goes hand in hand with the right and 
duty of participating in the determination of its internal poli- 
cies and domestic concerns. The pivot of the present discus- 
sion was made thus concrete, because of a desire that the 
discussion itself should be directed to concrete and tangible 
factors, rather than to the vague and undefined issue of advo- 
cacy or opposition to " preparedness." It was also the belief 
of many members of the Program Committee that, no matter 
what may be the form or scope of measures of army increase 
and reorganization within this year or the next, the nation 
will eventually be brought face to face with the question 
whether any considerable number of citizens can with safety 
be left wholly untrained and unready to perform with effec- 
tiveness any part of that task which all citizens may at almost 
any time be called upon to perform, to the utmost limits of 
patriotic devotion. Although the discussion was thus centered 
around the concrete issue whether military training should be 
left altogether casual and " volunteer " or whether some de- 
gree of training should be made general and obligatory, it 
was recognized that, in passing upon this question, many citi- 
zens feel disposed to inquire first as to the necessary objects 
of any increased attention to military matters — the question of 
the potential dangers, if any, against which preparation must 
fore-handedly be made, the question of the concrete problems 
of defense with which our military and naval experts would 
have to deal, should danger come from any source to be re- 
garded as potential. These questions also are in considerable 
measure dealt with in this volume, notably in some of its 
earlier pages. In all respects, however, the Committee has 
sought to exclude mere rhetoric and resentment, as well as 
mis-information, and to present the messages of men who 
speak accurately and authoritatively. 
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Dr. Albert Shaw, editor of the American Review of Reviews 
since he founded it in 1891, student of governmental and economic 
systems in many countries, gave a most admirable introduction to 
the whole subject, as presiding officer of the opening session. 

Henry B. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, spoke from the point of 
view of his experience as Assistant Secretary of War, and the exten- 
sive studies which he conducted in that post, under the leadership of 
Secretary Lindley M. Garrison, of New Jersey. It was commonly 
said in Washington that Mr. Breckinridge had acquired a greater 
mastery of military problems than is often gained by a civilian in 
the War Department. 

Walter L. Fisher was Secretary of War in President Taft's 
Cabinet. As one of the leaders of the Chicago Bar, he has been a 
deep student of the foreign relations of the United States. Probably 
more insistently and effectively than anyone else in the country, Mr. 
Fisher has emphasized the truth that to proceed intelligently to make 
military preparations, it is necessary first to determine for what is 
preparation to be made. 

C. E. Knoeppel is an " efficiency engineer ", a member of the staff 
of the Engineering Magazine, and the author of a volume recently 
published under the title " Industrial Preparedness ". 

Oswald Garrison Villard, editorial writer and president of the 
New York Evening Post, author of monographs dealing with the 
German Imperial Court and Continental life, turned shafts of sar- 
casm and analysis upon " The Cure-all of Universal Military Ser- 
vice." 

Dr. Moritz J. Bonn, professor of political economy in the Uni- 
versity of Munich, trained observer of social phenomena in many 
lands, presented most thoughtfully and open-mindedly " Some Eco- 
nomic and Political Aspects of General Training under the German 
Military System." 

Dr. Robert M. Johnston is a lecturer in the United States War 
College, Assistant Professor of Modern History in Harvard Uni- 
versity, and Editor of the authoritative Military History and Econ- 
omist. 

Irving T. Bush, president of the Bush Terminal Company and 
leader in large business enterprises, gave a business man's impres- 
sions of military training as an aid to individual effectiveness in the 
tasks of peace. 

Newton D. Baker, the gifted Secretary of War ; Charles Ben- 
nett Smith, of Buffalo, N. Y., one of the most able and courage- 
ous of Democratic Congressmen; George E. Chamberlain, of 
Oregon, the hard-working Chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Military Affairs; and J. P. Miller, Jr., of the National Security 
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League's staff of experts, presented varying views as to the measures 
of army reorganization and military training put in force by the 
present Administration. 

Frederick A. Kuenzli, of New Jersey, and Dr. Theodore A. 
Christen, of Cincinnati, Ohio, gave graphic and valuable accounts 
of the Swiss military system and its adaptability to American con- 
ditions ; Major E. N. Johnston, of the U. S. Army Corps of En- 
gineers, contributed what is probably the most informing study of 
the Australian system yet published ; Eric Fisher Wood, who saw 
European military systems at work in the earlier stages of the Great 
War, gave vividly some of his impressions; Captain Ewald 
Hecker, of the German Army, narrated many of the features of the 
German system; and Colonel C. DeWitt Willcox, of the West 
Point Military Academy, gave from his ripe military scholarship an 
illuminating analysis of the French and English systems. 

Matthew Woll, one of the most clear-sighted of the leaders of 
American trades-unionism, and John P. White, the energetic head 
of the United Mine Workers, discussed universal training from the 
viewpoint of organized labor ; George Creel discussed it from the 
viewpoint of the democratic ideal ; President Alexander Meikle- 
john of Amherst College powerfully opposed compulsory military 
training, from the viewpoint of educational theory and practice; 
Herbert Quick presented some elements of " a new volunteer sys- 
tem " ; Samuel Rosensohn presented legal aspects of the general 
subject ; and Professor Munroe Smith dealt with it historically. 

President Edmund James of the University of Illinois outlined 
what the universities are doing and could do in the training of offi- 
cers; Adjutant-General Louis W. Stotesbury, of the New York 
National Guard, stirringly indicated the place of the State Militia 
in the national defense ; Captain Halstead Dorey of the "regular" 
Army told what the Plattsburg Camps are doing for military train- 
ing ; and Major-General Leonard Wood gave a striking narrative 
of the necessary elements of " National Training for Military De- 
fense." 

The foregoing commentary will indicate the diversity of the 
views and the authoritative character of the utterances which 
made up this notable symposium. They are published by the 
Academy solely in the hope that they will be of aid in the 
development of a reasoned and patriotic public opinion upon 
one of the most vigorously debated topics of today and to- 
morrow. 

William L. Ransom. 

New York City, August, 1916. 
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